D’source 


Digital Learning Environment for Design - www.dsource.in id 


Design Resource 


Corn Husk and Dry Chilli 
Flowers - Ahmednagar 


Best out of waste 

by 

Prof. Bibhudutta Baral and Srikanth B. 
NID Campus, Bengaluru 


Source: 
https://www.dsource.in/resource/corn-husk-and-dry- 
chilli-flowers-ahmednagar 


1. Introduction 

2. Tools and Raw Materials 
3. Making Process 

4. Products 

5. Video 

6. Contact Details 


D’source 


Digital Learning Environment for Design - www.d 


Design Resource 


Corn Husk and Dry Chilli 
Flowers - Ahmednagar 


Best out of waste 

by 

Prof. Bibhudutta Baral and Srikanth B. 
NID Campus, Bengaluru 


Source: 
https://www.dsource.in/resource/corn-husk-and-dry- 
chilli-flowers-ahmednagar/introduction 


1. Introduction 

2. Tools and Raw Materials 
3. Making Process 

4. Products 

5. Video 

6. Contact Details 


Introduction 


Artificial flowers are imitations of natural flowering plants. They come in two forms, one which is made out of 
natural materials like linen, corn husk, ductile metals, silkworm cocoons, rice paper, feathers, wax, shells, etc. and 
the other of man-made substances like polymer fabric, plastics, and nylon nets. These decorative flowers that 
have lit our residential and office spaces, have a history of 1,500 years. Evolving, now the craft has gained more 
realistic textures and appearances. Ancient Egypt had a tradition of creating floral wreaths from corn husks, thin 
plates of copper, gilt that were silvered or stained in various shades. Romans also practiced wax flower mak- 

ing, which was regarded for their detailing and realistic look. The technique is unseen in today’s age. While the 
artificial flower works of Italy were the first to be celebrated worldwide for their execution and style, they stood 
out immensely from others, and France and we followed the trend with slight modification in the coming ages. 
The early form of artificial flowers was mostly made out of multi-colored ribbons that were twisted and warped 
around small pieces of wire. 


Some of the types of artificial flowers available in the market are as follows: 


Fabric-Based Flower: Here silk fabrics are shaped into the forms of roses, lilies, peonies, flora, blossoms, gerberas, 
orchids, and more. This is the most common type in a huge variety of choices available in the market, where each 
petal in the flower is always made slightly different from others to recreate the same as in nature. 


Foam Flowers: It is the cheapest variety that is regarded for its lightweight, ease of creation, and lifelike looks 
when mixed in a bouquet. These are manufactured by fixing a number of thin foam petals to a polystyrene ball. 
They are extremely durable and flexible to bend into divergent angles. 


Wax Coated Flowers: These are silk fabric flowers coated in oily wax. It gives a much genuine feel of a real flower 
than an uncoated silk flower. The layer of coating is mainly done to establish more realism. 


Latex Flowers: These are similar to the wax-coated flowers, but the only difference is that here latex is used as 
a base layer than a silk fabric, thus making the petals more thick and rigid. The end products usually resemble 

tropical flowers like orchids, plumeria, anthurium, etc. They are also coated in a thin layer of wax giving lifelike 
patterns. 


Fresh Touch Flowers: Fresh touch flowers are made by combining foam petals and latex, making them softer 
than other varieties. They are popularly called ‘fresh touch’ flowers. 


Preserved Flowers: When freshly plucked flowers are placed into a Glycerin compound and its parts get soaked 
in the mixture, it makes preserved flowers. Though they are externally beautiful and unchanging in appearance, 
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they are too delicate to be worked upon for floristry works. 


The Theme of the Cornhusk and Dry Chilli Flower Making: 

Cornhusk flowers are quite handy decoration material hence widely used in winter weddings, floral displays, 
craftworks, and other beautifying works. Handicraft artisans who specialize in artificial flower making and its 
trading are enormous in our country. Mrs. Varsha Shekatkar is the one among them who is a founding member of 
Rachana Kala Mahavidyalaya institute, an Ahmednagar-based art and craft center. The center which was started 
in the year 1998, is now a handicraft hub producing corn husk and dry chilli flowers, socks dolls, thread jewelry, 
and many more while being an income source for many women residing nearby. 


Mrs. Varsha Shekatkar, artisan and art teacher in Rachna Kala Mahavidyalaya. 
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Paintings done by Mrs. Varsha Shekatkar can be found 
on the walls of their school. 
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Me 


Walls portraying the works of students. 


Corridor of the school gives a small journey through art. 
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A modern style of a statue. 
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Tools and Raw Materials 


The tools and raw materials that are used for making Corn Husk and Dry Chilli Flowers are as follows: 
* Corn Husk: It is used to make petals for the rose. 

¢ Dry Chilli: The head of the dry chilli is used as a bud in the artificial flower bouquet. 

+ Cutting Plier: It is used to cut the binding wire. 

¢ Binding Wire: It is used to strengthen the stem for roses and buds. 

* Cotton Thread: It is used to tie the gathered corn husk petals to get the shape of a rose. 


¢ Ribbon Tape: It is used to cover the binding wire by rolling it over, thus giving a particular colour to the 
flower and bud stems. 


* Scissor: It is used to cut extra areas of the corn husk and ribbon tape. 
¢ Acrylic Colour: It is used to paint colors to the husks. 
¢ Paintbrush: It is used to paint the husks using acrylic colours. 


¢ Paint Pallet: It is used to pour and mix the intended paints in a required quantity. 
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A scissor is used to cut corn husks and cutting pliers is 
used to cut and bend the binding wire. 


2. Tools and Raw Materials 
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Cotton thread is used to tie the corn husks to the bind- The binding wire is used to hold the corn husks and 
ing wire. make stems for the flowers. 
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Dried red chillies used to make buds in the flower bou- Cornhusk is the main raw material to make the craft. 
quet. 
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Making Process 


Firstly, the artisan separates the best husks from a lot of raw corn supplied to the artisan place. He/She trims the 
top and bottom portion of these husks with a scissor and keeps it ready to work on. The husks are then painted 
with acrylic paints as per requirement and left to dry for 10 minutes. While the husks dry, the binding wire is 
trimmed to a size of one foot and six inches using a cutting plier. Then the painted husks are arranged in layers 
to form a flower-like structure and rolled over the top of the binding wire in the shape of a rose. Once attached, 
a cotton thread is tied around them to hold it tight, followed by a thick covering of green-coloured ribbon tape 
that sticks well to the binding wire. These steps give a beautiful corn husk rose with the stem. 


Then proceeding with further steps in the flower vase making, next a small bag of dry chillies is taken and is used 
as a pest controller here. Artisan selecting the best dry chillies with stem from them slits its head along with 
branch to make buds for the flower bunch. These chilli heads are then cleaned to remove seeds. Once cleaned, it 
is rolled to appropriately sized binding wires, followed by a covering of green and maroon ribbon tapes over the 
stem-like wire. Once all the flowers and buds are ready, they are assembled and arranged together on a vase. This 
makes a decent flower vase that one would love to own to use as a showpiece in their personal space. 


Flowchart: 


1. Corn husk is being removed from the corn and 
used to make corn husk flowers. 


2. Corn husks are trimmed into the required shape and painte 
using acrylic colours. 


3. Husks are being rolled in multiple layers to give the shape of a 
rose and tied using binding wire. 


fj 
4. Cotton thread is tied on the rolled husks, and the green tape is moved 
over the cotton thread and continues to the bottom of the binding wire. 


5. Dry chilli head part with the stem is slit and the seeds are clean. 


6. The dry chilli head is attached over the binding wire randomly with 
green and maroon tape. 

y 1% 
7. The corn husk flowers and chilli buds are arranged together, whi /; 
gives an irresistible beauty. 
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Binding wire is cut into one foot and six inches long to 
make stems for the flower. 


The top part being cut in a “U” shape and the bottom 
into a pointed narrow pattern. 
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One end of the binding wire is bent with a cutting plier 
and kept ready to be attached to the husks. 


The husk being folded and wound around the wire. 


The husks are tied to the wire using a cotton thread. 


Layers of husks are placed in an order one after another 
to make a structure of a real rose. 
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After each layer, they are tied tightly with cotton After achieving the flower structure, green ribbon tape 
thread. is wound around the joint and until the end of the wire. 
This process makes the binding wire look like a stem. 
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3. Making Process 


Ribbon tape is wound around the wire to complete a The stem of dry red dry chilli is separated by keeping its 
single flower. head, stem, and some skin intact. 
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The chilli stem is then tied with ribbon tape to create a unique bouquet craft. 
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Products 


Rachana Kala Mahavidyalaya Institute is an Ahmednagar, Maharashtra-based art and handicraft center that 
conducts multiple courses. Ms. Varsha Shekatkar being the founding member and Mr. Prashant Shekatkar, the 
principal of the institute, has run the organization since 1998. Coming to corn husk flowers, here, an artisan takes 
only around 20 minutes to complete the making, which comes in varied sizes like from 4 inches to more, as per 
the customer requirement. The price range of the product ranges from INR 69 to INR 2000. It varies according to 
the size and quantity of the flowers used. The art center produces products like corn husk flower vases, bouquets, 
dry chilli flowers, socks dolls, thread jewelry, etc. 


Perfectly coloured corn husk flowers. 


Single corn husk flower. 
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Neatly arranged Corn Husk bouquet. 


The unique craft which adds beauty to one’s home or 
office decor. 
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5. Video 
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Prof. Bibhudutta Baral and Srikanth B. You can write to the following address regarding suggestions and clarifications: 
NID Campus, Bengaluru 


You can get in touch with Prof. Bibhudutta Baral at bibhudutta[at]nid.edu 


Key Contacts: 

Ms. Varsha Shekatkar 

Rachana Kala Mahavidyalaya 
Sangle Tane, Ahmednagar - 414001 


Source: Cell phone: 9028832586 
https://www.dsource.in/resource/corn-husk-and-dry- 
chilli-flowers-ahmednagar/contact-details Helpdesk Details: 


Co-ordinator 
Project e-kalpa 
1. Introduction R & D Campus 
2. Tools and Raw Materials National Institute of Design 
3 Making megenes #12 HMT Link Road, Off Tumkur Road 
y Bengaluru 560 022 


4. Products jadi 
5. Video 
6. Contact Details Phone: +91 80 2357 9054 


Fax: +91 80 23373086 
Email: dsource.in[at]gmail.com 


